Page | 1

Metro New York World Ministry

DAY 4 - “The Enemy Among Us” April 17, 2014
“Satan’s Days are Numbered” Part 1

I bid a good morning to God’s people around the world and anyone else who may be listening regardless of your motivation. We are clearly in a battle for our eternal lives with an enemy who knows no mercy. For that reason let us seek God’s guidance.


Father in heaven, we thank you and praise you for Jesus. We need and desire you to speak to us today. Please reveal to your people what you have revealed to me. Let me not speak one word that would not have your blessing. May the Holy Spirit touch lives with keen understanding today, in Jesus name, Amen. 


Let me start off by saying that I am aware that there may be 200,000 or more listening from 45 or more countires, and that makes me even more aware that there are many who have grown gray with many years in the word. A number of you have been studying these beautiful truths for not so many years, but you have found God’s true church. And then there are those who are brand new to God’s church or are thinking of becoming a member. The Holy Spirit has led you to where you are at a most critical time of your life. I pray that today’s message blesses all the souls gathered in this vast congregation. Let us proceed. The theme of this week’s study has been “The Enemy Among Us” and today’s study is sub-titled “Satan’s Days Are Numbered” Part 1.

Brothers and sisters, I must preface today’s message with the following. To many what you hear today and tomorrow, may sound like new light, but I can assure you, it is not new at all, rather it is old information. Let us begin.


When our brother Paul wrote in Phil. 2:12 “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” he did so recognizing that Christians are in a battle for their eternal lives. Revelation 12:17 says that the dragon, “… went to make war with the remnant of her seed.” That of course is God’s true church here in the end time. 
There is only two factions in this struggle. The devil and his angels on one side and God’s church, the Godhead and God’s angel’s on the other side. In warfare, where the stakes are high; it is of utmost importance that you know your enemy. Now we are not only talking about Satan, but all of his evil angels who faithfully follow their leader plus all of the human element that are aligned with the arch-enemy. Tuesday we read a quote from GC 516 where God’s Prophet Says, “There is nothing that the great deceiver fears so much as that we shall become acquainted with his devices.”  It is however in the preceding paragraph which says this, “So long as we are ignorant of their wiles, they have almost inconceivable advantage.”   That tells us we need to be on guard every waking moment. 
Just about every one of us has been alive less than one hundred years; but there may be a few centenarians listening and praise God for our elder brothers and sisters, but what is 100 years or less compared to the greatest intellect given to a created being, who has been studying human nature since the fall of man. He is an expert on human weaknesses and he knows all of our hot buttons.  Alone we are no match with our puny minds.
Someone recently said this battle has been going on almost 6,100 years. That is wrong. This battle on earth has been going on now for almost 6,000 years, and the battle is for your worship!  We’ve been told that it started with the most beautiful and most intelligent of all God’s created beings, the angel Lucifer. Here is what we read in Ezekiel 28:12,     

 
“Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.” Verses 14, 15, “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth;” Can you imagine that Lucifer once sat on the left hand of the throne of God the Father. Going on “and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.   Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created …  till iniquity was found in thee.” Lucifer coveted the throne of God and the worship due to God only.


He began a whispering campaign which spread amongst the angels,    attacking God’s character; His Government, His law; His authority; His very Throne.   On Earth Satan attacked and killed God’s Son; and continues to attack His Law; His Sabbath and especially His Church. 
Lucifer had half of the angels thinking that his rebellion was justified. Can we now understand why God hates gossip? The other half was loyal angels to God and they would have none of this foolishness against their Creator. They pleaded with the rebellious angels and had some success in winning many back; but one third of all the angels in heaven, remained loyal to Lucifer.
   
The Bible tells us in Revelation 12:7  “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, …”  verse 8  “And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.” Verse 9
“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”      Verse 10 “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ:  for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” It is obvious from what we have just read, that Satan’s rebellion, along with his followers, was granted a probationary period. We know not how long the rebellion continued, but we know that grace and mercy were extended to the disloyal ones until there was no longer any chance that anyone of them would return. When they were cast out, there was no longer a God who would allow them back, their probation was closed.   
After creation Jesus often communed with the holy pair. We have been told that angels had been sent to pre-warn Adam and Eve about the rebellion in heaven and that they should be very careful as God’s Prophet Says, in SR 29.3 and SR30.1, 2, “The angels … gave them the sad history of Satan's rebellion and fall. They then distinctly informed them that the tree of knowledge was placed in the garden to be a pledge of their obedience and love to God; … that they could obey the law of God and be inexpressibly happy, or disobey and lose their high estate and be plunged into hopeless despair. {SR 29.3}   
    They told Adam and Eve that God would not compel them to obey--that He had not removed from them power to go contrary to His will; that they were moral agents, free to obey or disobey. … They told Adam and Eve that the most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, refused obedience to the law of God which He had ordained to govern heavenly beings; that this rebellion had caused war in heaven, which resulted in the rebellious being expelled there-from, and every angel was driven out of heaven who had united with him in questioning the authority of the great Jehovah; and that this fallen foe was now an enemy to all that concerned the interest of God and His dear Son. {SR 30.1}   

They told them that Satan purposed to do them harm, and it was necessary for them to be guarded, for they might come in contact with the fallen foe; but he could not harm them while they yielded obedience to God's command, for, if necessary, every angel from
 heaven would come to their help rather than that he should in any way do them harm. But if they disobeyed the command of God, then Satan would have power to ever annoy, perplex, and trouble them. If they remained steadfast against the first insinuations of Satan, they were as secure as the heavenly angels. But if they yielded to the tempter, He who spared not the exalted angels would not spare them. They must suffer the penalty of their transgression, for the law of God was as sacred as Himself, and He required implicit obedience from all in heaven and on earth.” {SR 30.2} 
We are all familiar with the story of the fall and the banishment of the pair from Eden. Concerning the tree of knowledge, let us review the warning given in Genesis 2:16, 17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. God had clearly stated that their immortality was conditional on obedience. Notice it said in the day that thou eatest, thou shalt surely die. I will come back to that shortly, but let’s pick up with the steps leading to the transgression.
 
Genesis 3:1-3 “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,       Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,    God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  
Notice how Eve’s theology was correct as she properly stated God’s instruction; but in verse 4 Satan came back with the new theology, which was the first lie told on planet earth, “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:”  Brothers and sisters, for weeks we have been hearing about apostasy in the church, and the new theologies are a major part of the apostasy, well here we just read the first new theology from the originator of all errors pertaining to a distortion of truth..
And so we had the confusion where the truth, “eat and ye shall surely die,” was mixed with error, “ye shalt not surely die,” leading to the resulting rejection of God’s word by rejecting God’s truth, embracing error and plunging this world into the 6,000 year nightmare of sin. Brothers and sisters, Satan is filling the Christian world with numerous similar lies in the new theologies, which of course are nothing more than the old errors. 
    
Let me cite an example most are familiar with. We have a true doctrine that Jesus came with the fallen nature of Adam. The Bible and the S.O.P. support that doctrine. Then there are those who teach that Jesus came with the unfallen nature of Adam. As that error is taught and embraced, the doctrine is changed and is accepted by many, but not those who cling to our historic view. We must be ever vigilant for error has many faces. Rooted and grounded in our historic doctrinal beliefs, that is most important. 
Any doctrine contrary to those doctrines we uphold, must be put to the test in Isaiah 8:20. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”  And the messenger must also be tested.
Everything we are studying today is helping to lay the foundation for the solid conclusions to be reached tomorrow. You need to hear both parts. What we want to consider today is the approximate time that Adam and Eve committed planet Earth’s very first sin. There are time specific quotes in the Spirit of Prophecy that can help us determine how old Adam and Eve were when they sinned. That time is very important to our discussion and we will come back to that in a little while.

     But first I want to call your attention to the fact that the book of Genesis is under attack for a number of reasons. Exodus too is under attack as well. But I want to stay with Genesis for a very important reason. There was a time that the Christian world was almost united on the creation account of the origin of all things. 
    Sadly, many today lean more towards the big bang theory. Hundreds of books are written on the origin of all things and experts use many volumes to substantiate their theories and the evolutionary account of man. It seems today that every nature program brings in an evolutionary process of millions of years when talking about geography, geology, plant life, animals or human origin.
    They like to believe that they have evolved from lower forms of life. Many disagree with each other on specifics, but in general they have a common understanding. The problem is that it is all unproven theory and speculation. It’s pretty sad to think that a man would believe that a monkey was his common ancestor, rather than to believe he was created in God’s image. God’s Prophet Says in Ed. 130.1, “Akin to the theory concerning the evolution of the earth is that which attributes to an ascending line of germs, mollusks, and quadrupeds the evolution of man, the crowning glory of the creation.” {Ed 130.1} 
     In spite of their numerous volumes, God has given us “The origin of all things” in the first ten words of the Bible.  Let’s read it together, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”   Genesis 1:1 and that’s all the creationist really needs to explain how he got here.
We are aware of God’s seal in His law as found in the 4th commandment, but you will notice that God had also put His seal in the first ten words of the Bible, thereby authorizing the entire Word of God. His name God, His title Creator, and His dominion heaven and the earth. God’s seal on God’s Book! May God be praised!
      Now we are zeroing in on the purpose of today’s message.  Surely God has given Satan a measured amount of time to prove his argument against the Godhead, to all the angels, to those living here on earth and before the unfallen worlds.  Now what do we know? We know that that measured time had to begin as soon as he caused our first parents to sin. What would be interesting to find out is this, when will this allotted time to deceive, come to a final end? There are supporting Spirit of Prophecy quotes that lend credence to the answer to this question. It is a most interesting study. Now here is what you must understand. What we are going to cover today and tomorrow, is neither a prophecy, nor a fulfillment; rather it is looking at information that we already have. And I might point out that this study has nothing to do with when the second coming of Christ will actually happen. Only the Father in heaven knows the day and the hour and I hope that is clear. 
All right, what do we know that we can possibly agree on? First, do we know when Creation week began?

According to “The Annals of the Old Testament,” the 1650 classic by James Ussher, Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh, Archbishop Ussher said God began the creation of the world at nightfall on the evening of Saturday, October 22nd, in 4004 B.C. 
Archbishop Ussher’s 1650 AD establishment of October 22nd is most interesting, and perhaps coincidental, but I do not think that date is necessarily in stone. In my own personal studies, I do believe we would be okay with just saying the fall of 4004 BC. There are many within Adventism that embrace fall 4004 BC as the acceptable year and season of creation. That would support many of Ellen White’s quotes regarding the 4,000 and 6,000 years. However there are others even within Adventism  that prefer the 10,000 year hypothesis based on giant trees where they have calculated 10,000 rings, each ring pointing to a year of its existence. But what they are not considering is the fact that God spoke things into existence and could have created the giant, fully matured trees already having 4,000 rings. After all Adam was a full grown adult male on his first day of life.
Now at this time I want to refer to a book written by G. Edward Reid, titled “Even at the Door.” Elder Reid is an ordained minister, a licensed attorney and was the Stewardship director of the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists before his retirement.  His book is most interesting as it deals with the “Great Week of Time.” On page 157, the author quotes Warren H. Johns, seminary librarian at Andrews University as follows, “Having recently completed an examination of all 2,500 references to Biblical chronology made by Ellen White, I can state unequivocally that her chronology matches that of Archbishop Ussher more closely than perhaps any other of the dozens of chronologies in use in the nineteenth century. … For her as for Ussher there were exactly 4,000 years between the creation of man and the birth of Christ.” 


According to Ussher, Sister White, and many theologians who agree, the fall of 4004 B.C., would have been the time of creation. 


Adding 6,000 years to the fall of 4004 BC would give us the fall of 1997 AD.
We know that Jesus was not born on December 25th.  We do believe that His birth was rather in the fall of 4 BC, most likely mid to late October, as the climate made it almost impossible to be grazing sheep any later in the year.  So Jesus would have been born exactly 4000 years after creation.

Have you ever noticed how God’s prophecies use even numbers? We think of the 70 years Jeremiah prophesied of the Jewish captivity in Babylon and the Daniel prophecies: 70 weeks which was the 490 year probation of the Jews, the 2300 year prophecy, etc. Jesus was born 4,000 years after creation.

Now I want us to look at the idea of a millennial week, which is not a new concept in Adventism, and soon we can tie this all together. 

God reckoned a day as a thousand years based on: Psalm 90:4  “For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night. This passage draws a correlation between a millennium and the day from God’s perspective. It is strictly literal and not prophetic. David’s intent was clearly that God does not reckon time as do humans and that is how most understand that principle.  


It is interesting to note that Adam died at age 930, lacking seventy years of one thousand years; for one thousand years are as one day in the recorded testimony.  The Lord said: “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” For this reason he did not complete the millennial day; for he died during it. The oldest living human being ever was Methuselah who died at the age of 969, 31 years short of 1,000 years. He died the year of the flood, but not in the flood. Noah was 600 when the flood occurred and he lived 950 years, 50 years short of a millennial day.

We also read in: 2 Peter 3:8  “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”

The correlation between ‘a millennium’ and ‘the day’ could just be hyperbole; or could there be even more to it?
A millennial day would not speak that much to us if it were to stand alone;             


But what about a millennial week? A millennial week is not new information either.  A few of our pioneers wrote about it. A millennial week would be a period of seven millennial days or 7 periods of 1,000 years or 7,000 years.
J. N. Andrews was a pioneer Adventist theologian and missionary. Andrews University is named after him.  Andrews could read the Bible in seven languages and could reproduce the New Testament from memory. In 1867 he was the third General Conference president for two years. He made significant contributions to the SDA doctrines. He was the editor of the Review and Herald for ten months while Uriah Smith took a leave of absence for health reasons. Brother Andrews wrote a series of six articles for the Review that carried the title “THE GREAT WEEK OF TIME or THE PERIOD OF SEVEN THOUSAND YEARS DEVOTED TO THE PROBATION AND THE JUDGMENT OF MANKIND.” 

      It is very important that everyone understand this premise about today’s study. “Satan’s Days are Numbered – Part 1.” This is not a prophecy regarding time as we will be discussing only literal time. It is not a prophecy at all. It is not date setting; it is not new light; it is not a doctrine and it is not new. 

      How long Satan would be allowed to demonstrate his rebellion against God by his war on the human race until he has reached the time God has allotted and a point where he can go no further is what we will attempt to discover using known information found in the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy and connecting the dots. I must emphatically stress the fact that it has nothing to do with the second coming of Jesus. It is only finding the point in time when Satan can no longer tempt man to sin. God could make that day much sooner if the church did what it has been called to do. We are going to find the approximate time when his millennial vacation begins.
      There are many time prophecies in scripture, and thank God for them. Based on God’s word, we can be sure that there are NO time prophecies     extending past the fulfillment of the 2300 year prophecy which was concluded in 1844. In fact Revelation chapter 10 applies to the Advent movement, when the little book mentioned, pertains to the Daniel prophecies in which Gabriel had told Daniel to seal the book until the time of the end. 
      Jesus said Himself in Rev. 10:6, “… that there should be time no longer:” This is the final prophecy regarding time and there would be none past 1844. Now do we understand that premise? I would not want anyone to leave this message today thinking Pastor Vaughn is predicting such and such will happen at such and such time for we are speaking literal time only and not prophetic time. I hope I have made myself clear. Now let us move on to find when Satan’s allotted time began and when will it end. 

      This we do know, that the holy pair were created in the first millennial day, the fall of 4004 BC, on the 6th day of creation and they were created sinless.
       The next thing we know is that there was a year, day, hour and minute that they committed the first transgression at the forbidden tree, in spite of God’s clear instruction which Eve recited to the serpent in Genesis 3:3 “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”
The question is whether or not we have any clues as to when the transgression happened, which would have begun Satan’s allotted time. We know that their transgression caused them to be banished from the garden.
There are 42 quotes in the Spirit of Prophecy regarding six thousand years. In some of the quotes God’s prophet would say more than six thousand years. For example:
“More than six thousand years of continual practice has greatly increased his skill to deceive and allure.” {ST, September 29, 1887 par. 2} Now at the time that article in the Review was written, it had only been 5,890 years from creation. So this would indicate that she was referring to a time which began in heaven.
We have established that Adam and Eve were created on the 6th day of creation; which we understand to be in the fall of 4004 BC.

Even though the account of their creation is in Genesis 1:26, 27; 
the account of their fall was in Genesis 3:1-6, just 30 verses later. Now this gives an illusion that their fall was shortly after their creation. Earlier we read the account of the angels warning the holy pair of the adversary.

So there had to be a longer period of time from the 6th day of creation until the transgression. But how long?
Here is where this study gets really interesting. I believe that God has given Satan exactly 6,000 years maximum, to prove his accusations against God in the full view of the loyal angels and all the unfallen worlds in the universe. But understand this, his allotted time could not have begun until the pair sinned.
Here is a supporting TIME SPECIFIC SOP quote where Ellen White was talking about the time after his allotted time has ended. She wrote, “Satan's work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand years he has wrought his will, filling the earth with woe and causing grief throughout the universe.” {GC 673.2}

Since the fall of 1997 was the 6,000th year from creation, we can arrive at a calculation that would show that to date, 2,014, Satan is still in the temptation business. Has anyone listening been tempted lately? That fact is confirmed.
So that means that Adam and Eve were sinless for at least 17 years. It would be safe to assume that they were a number of years older than 17 when they transgressed, since there is still much to happen in the future.

Because of the time, we are going to have to conclude here with “Satan’s Days are Numbered” Part 1.  Tomorrow in part 2 we will see what the Bible, the Spirit of Prophecy and our pioneers have to say in this most interesting study. Do not miss tomorrow.
Let Us Pray … 

